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Introduction to SAHRIS

● The National Monuments Council (NMC) was replaced by SAHRA in 2000. This followed 
the promulgation of the National Heritage Resources Act (Act 25 of 1999)

● The NMC was focused mainly on declaring colonial buildings – around 2500 were 
declared.

● Only about 50 archaeological sites were declared up to 1999.

● The NHRA followed the White Paper on Arts, Culture and Heritage in 1996. It was 
extensively debated over many workshops.

● The NHRA embraced ‘New Public Management’ ideas from various countries in the 
1990s.

● Decision-making powers would be devolved to local level in a three-tiered heritage 
management system (national, provincial, local).

● The NHRA embraced all forms of heritage, especially as a means to address the gaps 
created during Apartheid

● There were at least four unsuccessful attempts to develop SAHRIS between 2000 & 2011



  

What is SAHRIS and what is it used for?

● SAHRIS is a national heritage management system

● Its overarching purpose is to provide a means to record and disseminate information of 
heritage resources in South Africa

● It fulfills various legislative requirements stipulated in the NHRA

● It provides a digital management system for all heritage management functions such 
as permits, heritage case management, heritage object management and public 
participation

● It serves as a national sites repository

● It provides a collections management system for museums and other bodies

● It was built on Drupal and Geoserver, both are free open source software

● It currently has two NAS Servers with 46 Terabytes of replicated storage available



  

Incentives

Data is currently captured onto SAHRIS and disseminated through the 
following channels:

 

 - LEGAL Compliance with the law (data from heritage 
management processes)

 - RESEARCH  UCT, KZN Museum, eCRAG etc

 - FINANCIAL  Compliance with GRAP 103

 - FUNDED PROJECTS  Genadendal, National Museum Bloemfontein, 
NALN, Groote Schuur, Parliament, Tuynhuys, 
Bryntirion, PACOFS



  

Homepage of 
SAHRA: 

www.sahra.org.za

This is also the 
landing page of 

SAHRIS. 

To login, users go 
to the home page 
and click on Login 

at the top left. 

Users viewing 
SAHRIS on 

Internet Explorer 8 
or older (versions 
prior to version 9) 

will see a message 
warning them to try 
another browser or 

update their 
browser. 

We recommend 
using Google 

Chrome.



  
Home page of SAHRIS once logged in - Dashboard



  

The Create Menu 
is where you need 

to go to add a 
new application 

on SAHRIS. 
Applications are 

all treated as 
CASES – whether 

they are permit 
applications, 

applications for 
development in 

terms of Section 
38 of the NHRA or 
even nominations 
for declaration of 
heritage sites or 

objects.

Some menus have 
a third and even a 
forth level or tree



  

To search for Heritage Reports, go to Explore > Heritage Reports.



  

To search for Sites, go to Explore > Sites

You can also search further for Declared sites, Graded sites and Observations

THE VOORTREKKER MONUMENT – site reference



  

THE VOORTREKKER MONUMENT – site recording



  

Map view of sites



  

Palaeontological Sensitivity Map



  

Palaeontological Sensitivity Map - Gauteng



  

All content on SAHRIS is shared by the Creative Commons license CCBYSA 3.0 
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/ Only SAHRA’s logos and specific corporate related 
information is subject to copyright. All cases are subject to the Promotion of Access to Information Act 
(PAIA, Act 2 of 2000).

http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/


  

The SAHRIS HELP page can be accessed via the HELP menu while viewing SAHRIS pages (when 
the SAHRA banner is not visible everything else defaults to the SAHRIS backend). This page is also 
accessed by clicking on SAHRIS from the homepage. On it are a number of tutorials separated into 
chapters for easy download on YouTube. 



  

The new site recording App



  



  

What else does CTS do?

NaHRIS

Kenya, Ghana, Botswana

“A non-profit organisation based in South Africa 
that implements national digital heritage 
management systems. OpenHeritage strives for 
open access to heritage by creating central 
platforms that integrate data documentation, 
consultation and knowledge sharing. Our 
systems are developed using free and open 
source software (FOSS), such as Drupal and 
Geoserver, allowing for high customisability 
whilst remaining sustainable and cost -effective.”



  



  



  



  



  

HERITAGE SCREENERS

A Heritage Screener is a summary assessment of all known heritage resources 
in an area proposed for development. It contains a set of recommendations, 
detailed maps and all known heritage data relevant to the proposed application.

Heritage Screeners lead to more predictable outcomes for applicants and are 
specifically designed in line with the statutory requirements of the National 
Heritage Resources Act (Act 25 of 1999).

We assess heritage impact assessments (HIAs) and research previously 
undertaken in the area of the proposed development and its surroundings in 
order to extract and map all heritage resources identified. The heritage resources 
are described in terms of type and significance according to the original 
assessment. A screener is delivered within 24 hours of application. 



  



  



  

(1) The heritage resources in the area proposed for development are sufficiently recorded    

The surveys undertaken in the area adequately captured the heritage resources. There are no known 
sites which require mitigation or management plans. No further heritage work is recommended for the 
proposed development. 

This recommendation is made when: 
● enough work has been undertaken in the area 
● it is the professional opinion of CTS that the area has already been assessed adequately from a heritage 
perspective for the type of development proposed. 

(2) The heritage resources and the area proposed for development are only partially recorded  

The surveys undertaken in the area have not adequately captured the heritage resources and/or there are 
sites which require mitigation or management plans. Further specific heritage work is recommended for 
the proposed development. 

This recommendation is made in instances in which there are already some studies undertaken in the area 
and/or in the adjacent area for the proposed development. 

Further studies in a limited HIA may include: 
● improvement on some components of the heritage assessments already undertaken, for instance with a 
renewed field survey and/or with a specific specialist for the type of heritage resources expected in the area 
● compilation of a report for a component of a heritage impact assessment not already undertaken in the area 
● undertaking mitigation measures requested in previous assessments/records of decision. 

(3) The heritage resources within the area proposed for the development have not been adequately 
surveyed yet  

Few or no surveys have been undertaken in the area proposed for development. A full Heritage Impact 
Assessment with a detailed field component is recommended for the proposed development. 

The responsibility for generating a response detailing the requirements for the development lies with the heritage 
authority. However, since the methodology utilised for the compilation of the Heritage Screeners is thorough and 
consistent, contradictory outcomes to the recommendations made by CTS should rarely occur. Should a 
discrepancy arise, CTS will immediately take up the matter with the heritage authority to clarify the dispute.


